
  

 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 

Exempt third-party content is indicated by the footer: © (name of copyright holder). Used by permission and not subject to Creative Commons license. 

 

 

Grade 3: Module 2A: Unit 2: Lesson 13 
Comparing and Contrasting Two Texts about 
Poison Dart Frogs: Eggs and Tadpoles 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 2: LESSON 13 

Comparing and Contrasting Two Texts about Poison Dart Frogs: 

Eggs and Tadpoles 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U2:L13  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  1   
 

 

 

Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can determine the main idea of an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

I can determine the main idea and supporting details in a text that is read aloud to me. (SL.3.2) 

I can describe how events, ideas, or concepts in an informational text are related. (RI.3.3) 

I can read 3rd grade level texts accurately and fluently to make meaning. (RF.3.4) 

I can compare and contrast the main ideas and key details in two texts on the same topic. (RI.3.8) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can read and identify the main idea and key details of pages 10–11 in Deadly Poison Dart Frogs.  

• I can read and identify the main idea and key details of pages 16–19 in Poison Dart Frogs Up Close.  

• I can compare and contrast the main ideas and key details of sections of Deadly Poison Dart Frogs and Poison 

Dart Frogs Up Close. 

• Close Reading as Researchers: Comparing Main 

Idea and Details recording form  

• Students’ actions in Interactive Human Venn 

diagram 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Review Learning Targets (2 minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. Abbreviated Close Reading: Pages 10–11 in Deadly 

Poison Dart Frogs (20 minutes) 

B. Abbreviated Close Reading: Pages 16–19 in Poison 

Dart Frogs Up Close (20 minutes) 

C. Interactive Human Venn Diagram: Comparing and 

Contrasting Texts about Frogs (10 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment  

A. Debrief: How Do Poison Dart Frogs Help Their 

Babies Survive? (6 minutes) 

B. Talk About Homework: Picking the Freaky Frog 

Poem (2 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 13 Homework 

• This lesson repeats the pattern from Lessons 11 and 12.  

• There is a listing of Reader Work Steps for Work Times A and B are in Supporting Materials. Consider 

providing all or select students a copy of the list to help keep students on track with work steps and 

responsibilities. 

• Preview pages 10–11 in Deadly Poison Dart Frogs and pages 16–19 in Poison Dart Frogs Up Close.  

• Note that the table of contents in Deadly Poison Dart Frogs does not include a heading that explicitly 

names “babies” or “eggs” or “tadpoles.” This provides a teachable moment about inferring during Part 

A of the lesson opening (see below). Part A is slightly longer than in other lessons to allow for this. 

• Review: Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). 

• Prepare an anchor chart: Close Reading as Researchers: Comparing Main Ideas and Details recording 

form for Poison Dart Frogs: Eggs and Tadpoles. 

• Create a chart with the three frog poems focused on earlier in the unit: The Glass Frog, The Red-eyed 

Tree Frog, and The Poison Dart Frog or project the Lesson 13 Homework. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

compare, contrast; webbed, pads, gripping 

(Text 1, p.8); piggyback, hatch, bromeliad 

(Text 1, p.10) 

• Deadly Poison Dart Frogs by Lincoln James (book; one per student)  

• Close Reading as Researchers: Comparing Main Idea and Details recording form (one per student) 

• Poison Dart Frogs Up Close by Carmen Bredeson (book; one per student) 

• Interactive Venn Diagram cards (1 set of 10 cards per group of 10-12 students) 

• Think ribbon, floor tape, or chalk (to make the circles for the large-scale Venn diagram) 

• Lesson 13 Homework (one for display and one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Reader Work Steps for Work Times A and B (for optional use to help students be on track) 

• Venn Diagram Headers (optional; for Interactive Human Venn Diagram) 

• Hula hoops (2 per group of 10-12 students; as an alternative to using ribbon, floor tape, or chalk) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Review Learning Targets (2 minutes) 

• Welcome students back! Project and share the learning targets for today’s lesson. Students should feel comfortable with the 

learning targets, since this is their third day working with them.  

• Increase interactions with 

vocabulary in context, in this case, 

the words compare and contrast. 

This increases rate of vocabulary 

acquisition for students. 

 

 

Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Abbreviated Close Reading: Pages 10–11 in Deadly Poison Dart Frogs by Lincoln James (25 minutes)  

• Review some key words from Lesson 12: webbed, pads, gripping. Tell students you will say a word or phrase and they should 

do a quick turn and talk to discuss the word’s meaning and significance to the topic legs and toes. Compliment students on 

how hard they are working to figure out words in context, and also using text features such as bold text to help them figure 

out what words are most important.  

• Tell students that today they get to read about a new topic: poison dart frogs’ babies. Remind them that when reading an 

informational text, readers often just choose certain sections to focus on.  

• Distribute the Close Reading as Researchers: Comparing Main Ideas and Details (for eggs and tadpoles) to 

students. 

• Be sure students have access to their text: Deadly Poison Dart Frogs by Lincoln James. Direct students to look at the 

table of contents. Ask: “How can we use the table of contents to find the information about frog babies?”  

• Students may initially struggle, since there is no heading in the table of contents that directly names “babies” or “eggs” or 

“tadpoles.” See if students can infer: Some may notice that “Piggyback Rides” has to do with children riding on their parents’ 

backs. Remind students that sometimes the table of contents has the exact words for the topic, and sometimes not.  

Part 1: Read aloud (Text 1) 

Project the section (pages 10–11) and ask students to follow along in their copy of the text. Read aloud without 

interruption. Students know they will get to reread and talk in a bit.  

• Reader Work Steps for Work 

Times A and B are available in 

Supporting Materials. These could 

be given to all or select 

partnerships to help them stay on 

track with work steps and 

responsibilities. 

• When introducing new vocabulary, 

consider having the words written 

on index cards. Show the card to 

students when talking about the 

word. Then post the word on a 

word wall. This is helpful to visual 

learners.  

• Use thoughtful grouping: ELL 

language acquisition is facilitated 

by interacting with native speakers 

of English who provide models of 

language.  
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Work Time (continued)  Meeting Students’ Needs 

Part 2: Reading for Gist (Text 1) 

• Tell students that, as usual, the goal of their first read is to capture the gist, and this time students will read on their own. 

• Give students 5 minutes to reread pages 10-11. They should read for gist as well as take note of any unfamiliar vocabulary by 

writing the words on sticky notes. Circulate and support as needed.  

• Have groups of 3-4 take 5 minutes to discuss what they read and share the words they wrote down: 

* “What is the ‘gist’ for this section of the text?”  

* “Do we have similar words on our sticky notes?”  

Direct students to take 1 minute to fill in Part 1 on their recording form for Text 1 about the main idea. 

Part 3: Reading Again for Important Details from the Text and Illustrations (Text 1) 

• Remind students that as researchers they should gather as many facts, definitions, and details as they can as they read. 

Encourage them to pay attention to both the text (Part 2) and the vivid photographs (Part 3).  

• Give students 5 minutes to reread on their own and write down key details. (Remind students they should wait to answer the 

final question in Part 4.)  

• In their same groups of 3-4, direct students to take 5 minutes to discuss what details they found: 

* “What key details supported the main idea?” 

* “What are the most interesting things you learned about poison dart frogs?” 

• Before students move on to the second text, make sure they note that these details came from text 1 by writing ‘1’ in the far-

right column of their recording form. 

• Some students will need the 

support of an adult through this 

work. 

• Consider allowing students to draw 

their observations, ideas, or notes 

on their Close Reading as 

Researchers: recording form. This 

allows ELLs to participate in a 

meaningful way. 
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Work Time (continued)  Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Abbreviated Close Reading: Pages 16–19 in Poison Dart Frogs Up Close by Carmen Bredeson (20 minutes)  

• Remind students that they are comparing and contrasting the information in two texts.  

• Say to students: “Now we will move on to the second text Poison Dart Frogs Up Close. Use the table of contents to 

find out what pages will teach you about the poison dart frog’s babies.  

Part 1: Read aloud (Text 2) 

• Project the section “Frog Eggs” (pages 16-17). Read aloud pages 16-17 aloud to students, while they follow along in their 

own copies of the text. Immediately follow with reading aloud the section “Frog Tadpoles” (pages 18-19). It is important 

to read aloud without interruption. Students know they will get to reread and talk in just a bit. 

Part 2: Reading for Gist (Text 2) 

• Proceed immediately to having students reread pages 16-19 (both sections). They should read for gist as well as take note of 

any unfamiliar vocabulary by writing the words on sticky notes. Circulate and support as needed.  

• Have groups of 3-4 take 5 minutes to discuss what they read and share the words they wrote down: 

* “What is the ‘gist’ for this section of the text?”  

* “Do we have similar words on our sticky notes?”  

• Direct students to take 1 minute to fill in Part 1 on their recording form for Text 2 about the main idea 

Part 3: Reading Again for Important Details from the Text and Illustrations (Text 2) 

• Tell partnerships they will now read again, this time for details. Remind students that they should gather as many details as 

they can as they read. Encourage them to pay attention to both the text (Part 2) and the vivid photographs (Part 3).  

• Give students 5 minutes to reread on their own and write down key details. (and again, remind students they should wait to 

answer the final question in Part 4.)  

• In their same groups of 3-4, direct students to take 5 minutes to discuss what details they found: 

* “What key details supported the main idea?” 

• Students should make sure to note that these details came from text 2 by writing ‘2’ in the far-right column. 

• Keep encouraging and acknowledging class norms for effective conversations in group discussions. 

• Some students will need the 

support of an adult through this 

work. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• In the last couple of minutes discuss as a class: “What adaptations help a poison dart frog survive?”  Call on students to share 

their thinking. Students may need to be nudged to see that the parent frogs have certain behaviors that enable their eggs to be 

protected and help the tadpoles to survive. These are behavioral adaptations related to survival of future generations, 

therefore the species. 

•  

C. Interactive Human Venn Diagram: Comparing and Contrasting Texts about Frogs (10 minutes) 

• Tell students that as we’ve done in the last two lessons, they will be using a Venn diagram to sort the information about 

poison dart frogs into similarities and differences but the work will look a little different this time! 

• The class will be split into groups of 10-12. Each group will be given a set of 10 fact cards with facts about poison dart frogs’ 

eggs and tadpoles. 

• Each group will need a large scale Venn diagram, created by 2 circles made on the floor using ribbon, floor tape, or chalk. 

(Weather permitting, this activity could be done outside in an open area). These should be set up ahead of time and ready to 

use. There are pictures of both texts’ covers in Supporting Materials that can be used as labels for the left and right side 

circles or use an index card and label them with the numbers 1 or 2 (or hand-write the text titles). 

• Distribute the set of 10 cards to each group. Within each group, hand out the cards, one to each student. If a group has more 

than 10 students, the additional students will play the important role of checker or quality control. 

• Each group should follow these general steps: 

1. Going one student at a time, read the card aloud to the group. 

2. Discuss where the fact goes within the Venn diagram: differences on the left or right and similarities in the center. The 

student with the card will be physically placed in the Venn diagram. Students can consult their notes or the books. 

3. When all students (with their cards) are placed within the Venn diagram, the checkers/quality control will need to check 

the work of the group. 

• As students work, circulate but assist minimally. 

• Congratulate students on their good thinking used to successfully create an accurate “Human” Venn! 

• A variation of this activity would be 

to use 2 hula hoops to create the 

Venn and physically place the 

cards within the areas (left, right, 

and center). 

• Increase interactions with 

vocabulary in context, in this case, 

the words compare and contrast. 

This increases rate of vocabulary 

acquisition for students. 

• Consider knowing in advance what 

card some students will get so they 

can be assisted in knowing where 

they belong within the Venn 

diagram. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. How Do Poison Dart Frogs Help Their Babies Survive? (6 minutes) 

• Ask students to turn and talk: “How do poison dart frogs help their babies survive?” Encourage students to think of as many 

answers as they can to that question. 

• Send students back to their desks. Restate the question. 

• Give students 5 minutes to write their answer on Part 4 of the Close Reading as Researchers: Comparing Main Ideas and 

Details recording form.  

• Posting sentence frames can assist 

ELLs and other students needing 

additional support in contributing 

to classroom discussions.  

B. Talk About Homework: Picking the Freaky Frog Poem (2 minutes) 

• Project the student’s Lesson 13 homework. Remind students that earlier in the unit, they were shown 3 frog poems by 

Douglas Florian and they were told they’d have to pick one for a fluency check.  

• Use the projected homework to make clear what students will need to do. 

• The Glass Frog poem is the easiest 

of the three poems.  
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Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• At the beginning of the unit, you were told you’d need to select a freaky frog poem to read aloud for a fluency check. The 

time is at hand! Today is the day to decide which poem you will read. Select your poem. Practice for your fluency check by 

reading the poem aloud many times. Think of the Criteria of a Fluent Reader: accuracy, rate, phrasing, expression, and 

attention to punctuation. Get feedback from someone at home or record yourself and listen to how you sound.  

 

 

• iPads typically have voice 

recording capabilities. Consider 

allowing students to record 

themselves so they listen to 

themselves reading their poem. 

They can self-assess on the Criteria 

of a Fluent Reader. 

• As an extension, students could 

create a hand-drawn and colored 

illustration of the frog they pick for 

their fluency check. 

• Consider using VoiceThread as a 

way for students to show their 

illustration in combination with 

their oral reading of their frog 

poem. VoiceThread allows for 

others to view/listen and offer 

feedback through typing, audio, or 

video. 
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Close Reading as Researchers: 

Comparing Main Idea and Details 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Text 1: Deadly Poison Dart Frogs  Page Numbers: ________________ 

 

Text 2: Poison Dart Frogs Up Close Page Numbers: ________________ 

 

Topic: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

PART 1:  Main idea of this section of the text PART 1:  Main idea of this section of the text 

1. ______________________________  

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

2. _______________________________  

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

PART 2:  Key details from the text that help me understand the main idea  Text  
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PART 2 continued (if needed) 

  

  

  

PART 3:  Key details from the illustrations that help me understand the main idea Text 

  

  

  

  

  

PART 4:  Revisiting the main idea…What adaptations help a poison dart frog survive?  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Reader Work Steps for Work Times A and B 

 
 

Text 1: Deadly Poison Dart Frogs 

1. Listen to read-aloud. 

2. Read on my own to get the gist and find unfamiliar vocabulary. 

3. Discuss the main idea with my group and then fill in Part 1 (for Text 1) 

on my own. 

4. Read again on my own to find the details. Record details in Part 2 

(details in the text) and Part 3 (details from illustrations). 
 

 

Text 2: Poison Dart Frogs Up Close 

1. Listen to read-aloud. 

2. Read on my own to get the gist and find unfamiliar vocabulary. 

3. Discuss the main idea with my group and then fill in Part 1 (for Text 2) 

on my own. 

4. Read again on my own to find the details. Record details in Part 2 

(details in the text) and Part 3 (details from illustrations). 

5. Revisit the main idea, talking with others. 

6.  Fill in Part 4 when told by teacher. 
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Sample Venn Diagram: Eggs and Tadpoles 

 

 

1. Deadly Poison Dart Frogs          2.  Poison Dart Frogs Up Close 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 ▪  some species lay  

             eggs on leaves; some  

         species lay eggs directly  

       in the water 

 

  ▪ tadpoles placed in water  

  that pools in the top of  

  plants called bromeliads  

   (like pineapples) 

 

    ▪ parent feeds the  

        tadpoles 

 

               ▪ crawl out of the water 

                      as frogs 

▪ 5-40 eggs laid 

 

    ▪ mother lays eggs in a  

        puddle of water 

 

      ▪ eggs hatch in about 

       two weeks 

 

 

       

           ▪ parent stays 

         with or near eggs 

 

   ▪ adult carries tadpoles 

   to water  

 

  ▪ tadpoles wiggle or  

    climb onto the parent’s  

     back 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Cards 

 

 

 some species lay 

eggs on leaves; 

some species lay 

eggs directly in 

the water 
 

 

 

 parent feeds the 

tadpoles 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Cards 
 

 tadpoles placed in 

water that pools 

in the top of 

plants called 

bromeliads  
(like pineapples) 
 

 

 

 parent stays with 

or near eggs 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Cards 

 

 

 crawl out of the 

water as frogs 
 

 

 

 adult carries 

tadpoles to water  
 

 

 

 
 

5-40 eggs laid at 

a time 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Cards 
 
 

 tadpoles wiggle 

or climb onto 

parent’s back 
 

 

 

 mother lays eggs 

in a puddle of 

water 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Cards 
 

 eggs hatch in 

about two weeks 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Headers 
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Interactive Venn Diagram Headers 
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Lesson 13 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

At the beginning of the unit, you were told you’d need to select a freaky frog poem to 

read aloud for a fluency check. The time is at hand! Today is the day to decide which 

poem you will read. 
 

All of these poems are written by Douglas Florian and are from the book: Lizards, 

Frogs, and Polliwogs. 
 

1 2 3 
 

The Glass Frog 

 
Upon a tree 

It’s hard to see 

Which part is leaf 

And which is me 

Which part is me 

And which is leaf 

I’ve lost myself again— 

Good grief! 

 

The Red-Eyed Tree Frog 
 

Tomato eyes. 

Catches flies. 

 
Orange toes. 

Loves to pose. 

 
Matchstick legs. 

Hatches from eggs. 

 
Swallows bugs. 

Lives on T-shirts and coffee mugs. 

 

The Poison Dart Frogs 

 
Brown with oval orange spots. 

Crimson mottled black with blots. 

Neon green with blue-black bands. 

Tangerine with lemon strands. 

Banana yellow. 

Ultramarine. 

Almost any color seen. 

And though their poison can tip a 

dart, 

These frogs are Masters of Fine Art. 

 

I choose poem _____ for my fluency check. 
 

 

Practice for your fluency check by reading the poem aloud many times. Think of the 

Criteria of a Fluent Reader: accuracy, rate, phrasing, expression, and attention to 

punctuation. Get feedback from someone at home or record yourself and listen to how 

you sound. 
 


